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MOVING WITH THE TIMES: 
E-JOURNALS IN BRITISH ACADEMIC LIBRARIES 


¢ Introduction 
Will Wakeling soos ccccises 


¢ “United We Save, Divided We Spend”: 
Current Purchasing Trends in Serials Acquisitions 
in the UK Academic Sector 
| PET ET UT TTT C TEC TCOLT OTL TT ETT Oe. 
Approaches to purchasing as an aspect of serials acquisitions in 
the UK academic sector are being shaped by a variety of factors, 
including the Pilot Site Licence Initiative, set up by the Higher Edu- 
cation Funding Councils, and the pressure to be seen to reward aca- 
demic excellence in research with commensurate levels of funding. 
Many libraries are now purchasing together as consortia, to maxi- 
mize their purchasing power, and manage the complex issues asso- 


ciated with printed and electronic media. 


¢ Electronic Journals: Their Introduction and 
Exploitation in Academic Libraries in the United 
Kingdom 

Tony Kidd .... 

This article describes developments in electronic journal 
availability in the United Kingdom over the last few years, stress- 
ing the importance of the government-subsidized Pilot Site 
Licence Initiative. The article also explores the methods 
employed by university libraries to disseminate information on 
electronic journals, including a survey of UK library Web sites 


and OPACs. 


e Electronic Serials: 
The UK Electronic Libraries (eLib) Programme 


Hazel Woodward ......... + BE 

This paper outlines the background to the launch of the UK’s 
£15 million Electronic Libraries Programme (eLib) in 1994, and 
then elaborates on the detailed structure of the programme. It 
identifies in particular those elements which bear on serials infor- 
mation provision, including the areas devoted to electronic jour- 
nals, digitization, electronic short loan (reserve) and on-demand 
publishing, and pre-prints, and demonstates how the diversity 
encouraged by the eLib Programme plan has accelerated radical 
developments across a wide range of serials-related information 
technologies. 
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¢ Towards Universal Linking for Electronic 
Journals 


S. Hitchcock, F. Quek, L. Carr, W. Hall, 
A. Wintitock and fh THe oscc.ccccoaswccs wa aecns 


Reference lists are an important facet of the modern academic 
journal. This form of hyperlinking becomes enormously more pow- 
erful when translated to the World Wide Web, both in terms of the 
speed of link following and in the number of linked documents that 
can be made accessible. Electronic Press Ltd (EP), one of the first 
commercial publishers to commit to electronic publishing on the 
Web, plans to extend the practice of citation linking, aiming to link 
a document not just to a cited source but to all other documents that 
contain relevant information. Relevance in this case is defined as all 
referring, or referred to, documents. The paper discusses EP’s 
approach to link creation on this scale, which is based on an inter- 
nalized system. One way of extending this approach is to support 
link creation as well as link following on a distributed network such 
as the Web. The Open Journal Project has built some first demon- 
strations, which are outlined in the paper. The convergence between 
these two approaches suggests some important new motivations for 
online journal publishing. Some of these features will eventually 
transform journal usage. 


COMIC BOOKS AND LIBRARIES 


e Introduction 
Michael R. Lavin 


¢ Comic Research Libraries 
David S. Serchay ee ede wamaadaweaa marnee 
More than fifty libraries worldwide maintain significant special 
collections of comic books and comics-related materials. This sur- 
vey article describes thirteen of these Comic Research Libraries 
(CRLs), comparing their holdings; collecting focus; cataloging, 
classification, and preservation methods; and reference policies. A 
separate appendix provides a directory of major CRLs in the United 
States, plus listings for some foreign collections. 


¢ A Practicing Comic-Book Librarian Surveys His 
Collection and His Craft 
Randall W. Scott ....... s16irenaesene eee 
The Comic Art Collection at Michigan State University is widely 
regarded as one of the finest special collections of its type in the 
world. The bibliographer of the Comic Art Collection provides a 
capsule history of its development, a description of the collection’s 
holdings, and an explanation of the methods used to acquire, clas- 
sify, catalog, and preserve the materials. The Collection’s Web site, 
including its unique Reading Room Index, is also discussed. The 
importance of cataloging as a catalyst for the development of comic 
book libraries is explored. 
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¢ Comic Book Collectors: The Serials Librarian of 
the Home 
Pai SUNY =cichwae cs RGerwe wie eaeemde or 


Comic book collectors deal with many of the same concerns as 
serials librarians, ranging from title changes to erratic volume 
numbering. This article introduces the basics of comic book collect- 
ing. It examines the methods used by comics collectors to purchase 
new titles; locate back issues; manage their acquisitions budget; 
organize, catalog, and maintain their collections; and store and 
preserve their books. Examples of complicated serials management 
problems are provided. 


¢ A Brief Glossary of Comic Book Terminology 
See EAD hk swa ce scvsrsectaccegnecssces FT 

Comic book professionals and collectors use many specialized 
terms that may be unfamiliar to general readers. This brief glossary 
provides definitions of standard comic books words and phrases. 
Topics include the physical appearance of the comic book, the cre- 
ative team which produces the book, types and formats of comics, 
content and storytelling terms, and language related to collecting 
and preservation of comics. 


Little Magazine Interview Index 
Barbara Richards and Yvonne Schofer ........... 1:77 


Richards and Schofer present their thirteenth annual index of 


interviews that appeared in little magazines received during 1997 in 
the Sukov Collection at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. They 
have included approximately 500 interviews from an international 
list of magazines. 


The Balance Point 
Cee I, CO E g esccdccccsrssscccas BG 
As more and more electronic journals require payment, all par- 
ties involved must develop routines for acquiring electronic jour- 
nals. At the same time, the need for licensing adds yet another 
wrinkle. This collection addresses the roles that traditional print 
journal vendors will play in providing e-journal acquisitions and 
access services. 


Electronic Journal Forum: E-Journal Alchemy 
PEE EINE ols fo in aise 'n ce tw SNS ar apaceiSTa a able oe sie STE 


Science Online, the e-journal equivalent of the journal Science 


is now available for institutional subscriptions. However, licensing 
restrictions limit access to in-house use, and the cost of the sub- 
scription is determined by the number of library computer worksta- 
tions that can access the e-journal. Few libraries have found this to 
be an effective means to provide access to an e-journal, and the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science will be inves- 
tigating alternative models. The AAAS has demonstrated a willing- 
ness to experiment with subscription models that will enable 
libraries to provide access to the publication. 


Serials Spoken Here: Reports of Conferences, 
Institutes and Seminars 

Edited by: Susan Davis, with contributions from 

Marifran Bustion, Jie Tian, Pamela Bluh and 
PN Sccccnteavenesseaceseyeennn Belil 
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Reports on the Potomac Technical Processing Librarians Con- 


ference, a Society for Scholarly Publishing Seminar on the Digital 


Delivery of Scientific Information to Libraries, a focus group session 
about the future of Ulrich’s, and the 1997 Charleston Conference. 


Tools of the Serials Trade 
Edited by Teresa Malinowski, with contributions from 
Austin Booth, Jill Emery, Marilyn Geller, 
John Hickok, and Wendy Stewart ............... L: 133 
John Hickok reviews Acquiring and Organizing Curriculum 
Materials, Wendy Stewart reviews Pioneering New Serials Frontiers: 
From Petroglyphs to Cyberserials, Austin Booth reviews Acquisitions 
and Collection Development in the Humanities, Marilyn Geller 
reviews Professional and Scholarly Publishing in the Digital Age, 
and Jill Emery reviews Outsourcing Library Technical Services 
Operations: Practices in Academic, Public and Special Libraries. 


Number 2 


Québec Periodicals: An Annotated Bibliography of 
a Distinctive North American Minority Literature 
ei Pere rererererrerrrerr rr erer Terr eee 
The cultural and political reality of Québec is either little known 
or misunderstood outside of its border. One way for libraries to pro- 
vide accurate information about the richness of Québec society is to 
develop collections in periodical publications from Québec. This 
article gives an overview of the extensive range of serials available 


from Québec in twelve broad categories, including news and cur- 


rent events, literature, visual arts, performing arts, history and 
geography, women’s issues, and electronic publications. A brief 
glimpse of the historical bases for Québec’s ongoing attempts to 


forge an independent nation is also provided. 


COMIC BOOKS AND LIBRARIES 


¢ Introduction to the Second Installment of Comic 
Books and Libraries 
PACU Cee NN ogg 5 uicaa'as elles h ws aa ay nlacaia wince Ee 


¢ Comic Books and Graphic Novels for Libraries: 
What To Buy 
TURE Nee eR PN VIN Mocs i's Visi was tr echlatene ranks eamerea wien een 


Few libraries maintain browsing collections of current comic 
books, and fewer still have created retrospective research collec- 
tions. This article summarizes some of the major benefits of estab- 
lishing a current comic book collection, then reviews the challenges 
of creating such a service. The structure and history of the comic 
book industry is described. An overview of major comic book 
genres is given, complete with examples of current titles in each 
genre. Concerns about age-appropriate material are raised. Exam- 
ples are provided of comic books aimed specifically at younger chil- 
dren and at teenagers. The various methods libraries can use to 
acquire and maintain a comic book or graphic novel collection are 
then explained. The article concludes with guidelines for selecting 
comic book titles for the library. 





¢ A Librarian’s Guide To Marvel Comics 
DN AAI eo dsecnvicvavesddadanscasscs GE 

Marvel Comics is one of the two leading comic book publishers 
in North America. A brief history of Marvel’s development and its 
contributions to the medium is given. Marvel’s recent financial 
problems are described, together with the company’s recent 
“Heroes Reborn” makeover. Critical reviews are provided for 
thirty of Marvel’s most popular current comic book titles, includ- 
ing the extensive families of X-Men and Spider-Man comics. 


¢ A Librarian’s Guide To DC Comics 
Joel Hahn 


DC Comics is the second-largest comic book publisher in North 
America. A survey is provided of DC’s history as an industry pio- 
neer, beginning with its invention of the super-hero genre in 1938. 
DC’s various publishing divisions are described, including DC Ver- 
tigo, Paradox Books, DC/Cartoon Network, and DC/WB Network. 
Critical reviews are provided for forty of DC’s most popular current 
comic book titles, including the extensive families of Superman and 
Batman comics. 


eeoeeeeeeeee 


¢ A Librarian’s Guide To Image Comics 
Michael R. Lavin ......... svaees ae PO 
Image Comics, the third largest comic book publisher in North 
America, exploded on the scene in 1992. An overview of the com- 
pany’s origins is provided. Image is often criticized for favoring 
dramatic pin-up art over narrative illustration and good story tell- 
ing. The company also has a reputation for publishing sexier, more 
violent comics than its two leading competitors. Both sides of these 
charges are examined. The company’s successful forays into televi- 
sion, movies, video games, and trading cards is described. Critical 
reviews are provided for twenty of Image’s most popular current 
comic book titles, including the best-selling Spawn. 


¢ Women in Comic Books 
Michael R. Lavin ... 

The primary audience for comic books is males, ages twelve to 
thirty-five. As a consequence, the traditional portrayal of women in 
comics has not always been favorable. This article provides a his- 
tory of women in comic books from the 1930s to the present. Signif- 
icant trends such as “good-girl art” and crime comics are 
examined. The huge popularity of “bad-girl” comics in the 1990s is 
described. Positive portrayals of women are also surveyed, includ- 
ing patriotic super-heroines of the 1940s, realistic heroines of the 
sixties and seventies, and three-dimensional protagonists of the 
nineties. The article concludes with a discussion of the positive 
strides made by women artists, writers, editors, and publishers; by 
award-winning male writers and artists; and by fan groups such as 
the Friends of Lulu. 


The Balance Point: Lost in Cyberspace? 
Approaches to Subject Access to Electronic 
Journals. 


Edited by Karen Cargille with contributions by 

Ann Schaffner, Steve Shadle, and Carroll Davis ... 2: 101 
Three views on subject access to electronic journals are pro- 

vided by serialists from both the public services and the technical 

services side of this increasingly complex problem. 
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Electronic Journal Forum: Archiving and 
Perpetual Access for Web-based Journals: A Look 
at the Issues and How Five E-journal Providers Are 
Addressing Them 

Ellen Finnie Duranceau, Column Editor ......... 2: 110 


Reviews the archiving and perpetual access approaches of five 


full text e-journal providers (Blackwell’s Electronic Journals Navi- 


gator, Highwire Press, JSTOR, OCLC’s Electronic Collections 
Online, and Project Muse), placing these approaches in the broader 
context of archiving issues for web-based journals. 


Serials Spoken Here: Reports of Conferences, 

Institutes and Seminars 

Edited by: Susan Davis, with contributions from 

Sara Shatford Layne, Cindy Hepfer, Judy Weislogel, 

Susan Davis and Evelyn P. Council ............. 2: 116 
Reports on the International Conference on AACR in Toronto, 

the Second Faxon Colloquium on Scholarly Communication Issues, 

a symposium on Digital Libraries, a preconference at the annual 

meeting of the National Federation of Abstracting and Information 

Services, and the Seventh North Carolina Serials Conference. 


Tools of the Serials Trade 
Teresa Malinowski, Column Editor, with contributions from 
Jeffrey Holland, Anne E. McKee, Ann Snyder, 
Kathicen Thorne; and Sue Zuntl ...ccccccaccces £2 050 
Jeffrey Holland reviews The Future of the Descriptive Catalog- 
ing Rules; Anne E. McKee reviews Advances in Serials Manage- 
ment, Vol. 6; Ann Snyder reviews The Library Web: Case Studies in 
Web Site Creation and Implementation; Kathleen Thorne reviews 
Notes for Serials Cataloging; and Sue Zuriff reviews Bibliographic 
Control of Conference Proceedings, Papers, and Conference Mate- 
rials. 


Serials Review Index 

Sharon L. Siegler ace esa ae kee 
The editors scan approximately 140 journals in all disciplines 

for reviews of serial publication. Journals published since January 

1997 were monitored for this installment of Serials Review Index. 

Suggestions for journals to be included in future columns are wel- 

come. 


Number 3/4 


Critical Years: An Opinionated History of the Law 

Review 

Besnatd TOUS co.cc ciecevccccnccasacecassae Sea 
This article reviews the history of student-edited law reviews 

from their inception to the present day. It examines the academic 

and technological circumstances surrounding the development of 


the genre, the unique factors that allowed law students to select and 
edit faculty scholarship, and the recurrent criticisms made of the 
practice, culminating in recent calls for the radical reform and even 
elimination of the law review. 


VOL. 24, No. 3/4, 1998 177 





The Digital Object Identifier: An Electronic 
Publishing Tool for the Entire Information 
Community 
Carol A. Risher and William R. Rosenblatt ....... 3/4: 12 
The Digital Object Identifier (DOI) was developed by the Asso- 
ciation of American Publishers and the Corporation for National 
Research Initiatives between September 1996 and October 1997 as 
a tool for identifying and managing electronic content on the Inter- 
net. Prior to its release to the international publishing community at 
the Frankfurt Book Fair in October 1997, a non-profit international 
foundation was formed to take over management of the DOI system 


and its promotion to the world. The article describes the history of 


the development of the DOI system and how publishers chose to 
implement it during the prototype with an eye towards possible new 
developments to come in the future. 


Use of a Relational Database to Manage an 
Automated Periodical Use Study 
RACE POs onc von scccccesccencsvsccsicc seems oh 
This article describes how the Indiana University Ruth Lilly 
Medical Library has managed and utilized data from a permanent, 
ongoing periodical use study based on a reshelving count. It 
explains how periodical use is counted using bar codes and porta- 
ble scanners and shows relational database design for managing 
data. 


Looking in the Mirror, Not in the Reading Room: 
The Library User in Transition 
PU TE TEE T TCT CL TTT ETT eT 
A librarian examines in a case study how her own research 
behavior has changed since 1995 with the advent of Web interfaces 
for electronic products, access to complex electronic indexing tools 
and full-text articles, and resource sharing throughout the Ohi- 
oLINK state system. Her level of comfort with electronic materials 
which began with the online catalog, word processing and e-mail 
are discussed, as are the benefits, and hazards of electronic 
research. 


Chinese Periodicals on the Internet: A New Way To 
Meet Unsatisfied Information Needs 
ree eee CES eee ET Tee TT OTST ee 
The information explosion coupled with increased journal 
prices make it difficult for libraries to collect needed resources, 
while technological advances have made electronic delivery possi- 
ble. A study of seven academic libraries’ Chinese language period- 
icals subscriptions reveals how Internet resources can meet an 
under-served information need. 


Index Medicus Price Study 

Lynn M. Fortney and Victor A. Basile ........... 3/4: 49 
This is the eighth edition of the EBSCO’s Index Medicus™ 

Price Study, which documents price fluctuation of biomedical 


journals within specific areas over a five-year period (1994- 
1998). 
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COMIC BOOKS AND LIBRARIES 


¢ Comic Books and Libraries: Part III 
DHICRROU TR. OVE <6 cis 4.0% cle vkdcdaidesoseeeaeee ee 


¢ A Librarian’s Guide To Dark Horse Comics 
NECRACIIR HEAVEN icine: lnlaaisivine cision aw eciesie. ano 

Dark Horse Comics is the fourth largest comic book publisher 
in America. Its diverse line of award-winning books encompasses 
nearly every genre of modern comics and employs the work of 
many of the industry’s most respected writers and artists. This 
article provides a brief history of Dark Horse, its focus on both 
licensed characters and creator-owned comics, its heavy use of 
limited series rather than ongoing periodicals, and its extensive 
list of trade paperback compilations. The article concludes with 
in-depth reviews of nearly twenty of the company’s representative 
titles. 


¢ Comics Publishers in Decline: A Tale of Two 
Companies 
IVINGRO LIER: SAVIN 4) ssejavoiex0! «ib alouelecaigie.dieeinieiese eiero ONE oe 
Throughout the past twenty-five years, the comic book industry 
has experienced continuous upheaval and change. While smaller 
comic book publishers come and go with dizzying frequency, so do 
well-established medium-sized firms occupying the industry's “sec- 
ond-tier” companies. This article describes two cases of medium- 
sized firms which have recently experienced significant problems, 
resulting in major curtailments of their publishing activities. The 
two companies, Acclaim Comics and Awesome Entertainment, are 
examined. Each case looks at the company’s history, its position in 
the industry, its recent struggles, and current situation. For each 
company, a selection of the publisher’s best-known titles is 
reviewed. 


Balance Point: The “Ongoing” Umbrella: 
Rethinking the Redefinition of “Serial.” 
Christa Easton, Column Editor, Jean Hirons, Guest Editor, 
with contributions from Robert Bremer, Julia A. Gammon, 
Charlene Lehman, Kevin M. Randall, Ann Sitkin, and 
RODIN WORE 50555555 Sisials's cos Rlareilo asics. -OPRELOT 
In this issue Jean Hirons invites experts to address from a vari- 
ety of perspectives the uses of the Modified Model C which rede- 


fines seriality. Kevin Randall explains the benefits to the serials 


cataloger. Ann Sitkin addresses the pros and cons of the model for 
the cataloging of loose-leaf publications. Julia Gammon, an 
acquisitions librarian, argues that we extend the concept of 
“ongoing” more broadly than originally proposed to any publica- 
tion not complete as first issued. Robin Wendler provides an in- 
depth study of USMARC coding, its use in catalogs, and the 
impact of the proposed changes to the bibliographic level code. 
Robert Bremer views the proposal from the aspect of one who has 
to maintain records in a very large bibliographic utility OCLC. 
And finally, Charlene Lehman, a serials cataloger turned refer- 
ence librarian, offers thoughts from the public services perspec- 
tive. 





Serial Conversations 


Roger Presley, Column Editor; contribution from 
COG POG skkciicecccdcdccevesccccescac de ial 
Roger Presley introduces a new regular column which will fea- 
ture interviews with prominent people in the serials field and will 
cover many areas such as librarianship, publishing, copyright and 
legal issues. This first interview by Connie Foster is with Charles 
William Bishop, creator of the coden. Bishop’s education, method- 
ical approach to bibliographic references, and ongoing projects 
provide a fascinating profile of a true inventor and systematic 
thinker. 


Standards Update 
Mark Needleman, Column Editor ............. 3/4: 131 
Standards Update is a new regular column addressing issues 
related to information standards. It will focus on various standards 
in some depth, keep readers informed of new developments, and 
raise various issues and concerns. This first installment describes 
the Dublin Core, a set of core metadata elements developed under 
the auspices of OCLC that is intended to be useful for describing 
resources that cover a wide range of domains. 


Electronic Journal Forum: Adding to User 

Confusion by Adding More E-journals 

Tom Moothart, Column Editor ...............+. 3/4: 136 
As libraries increase the number of e-journals available to its 

users, they must create more sophisticated access points, draft 

acquisition policies, provide user support, and develop the Internet 

Skills of staff. A shortage of skilled staff in an organization may 


— SERIALS REVIEW INDEX - 


require a blurring of the traditional library roles in order to meet 
the increasing needs and expectations of users. 


Serials Spoken Here: Reports on Conferences, 
Institutes and Seminars 
Susan Davis, Column Editor with contributions from 
Melissa E. Jadlos, Connie Foster, Charlene N. Simser, 
Jill O’ Neill, Mike Randall, Marcia S. Trauernicht, and 
Michael Alen TMOWR 6 cc ccccsctdcicessacscss SBS 
This column reports on the Eastern New York Chapter of 
ACRL’s spring conference on the impact of full text databases; the 
Ohio Valley Group of Technical Services Librarians annual confer- 
ence; the second ALCTS Electronic Serials Institute; the Society for 
Scholarly Publishing Annual Conference, a seminar on acquisi- 
tions for the Ministry of Education; People’s Republic of China, the 
ALCTS/LITA Metadata Institute; and the Thirteenth North Ameri- 
can Serials Interest Group Conference. 


Tools of the Serials Trade 


Teresa Malinowski, Column Editor, with contributions by 

Elna L. Saxton, Yvonne Wei Zhang, and 

‘Tevese Maweh ..ooa csusccsacnsccavesas Qe ee 
Elna L. Saxton reviews Economics of Digital Information: Col- 

lection, Storage and Delivery, Yvonne Wei Zhang reviews Serials 

Cataloging at the Turn of the Century, and Teresa Malinowski 

reviews Our Singular Strengths: Meditations for Librarians. 


Serials Review 1998 Index ............... 3/4: 173 
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